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                                          YOUTH NETWORKS IN NORTHERN GHANA  
P.O. BOX TL 2398
TAMALE - GHANA
Date: 30th March, 2026.
TO:
The Right Honorable Speaker
Parliament of the Republic of Ghana
Parliament House
Accra
Right Honorable Speaker,
PETITION TO PARLIAMENT TO ADDRESS THE OMISSION OF STATUTORY YOUTH ALLOCATIONS IN THE 2026 DISTRICT ASSEMBLIES COMMON FUND (DACF) ALLOCATION FRAMEWORK
We, the undersigned youth networks across the Northern Regions of Ghana respectfully petition this Honorable House in line with our civic duty and the principles of constitutional accountability, to draw urgent attention to the grave omission in the recently approved and published allocations of the 2026 District Assemblies Common Fund (DACF).
On the 17th day of March 2026, Parliament approved an amount of GH₵8.7 billion under the District Assemblies Common Fund (DACF) to support decentralized governance and development across the Metropolitan, Municipal, and District Assemblies. While we acknowledge and welcome this approval, we are compelled to state that the exclusion of the statutory allocations to key youth institutions constitutes a fundamental breach of existing laws of the Republic of Ghana.
Specifically, we refer this Honorable House to:
· Section 17 of the National Youth Authority Act, 2016 (Act 939), which mandates that five percent (5%) of the DACF shall be allocated to the National Youth Authority (NYA); and
· Section 23 of the Youth Employment Agency Act, 2015 (Act 887), which directs that ten percent (10%) of the DACF shall be allocated to the Youth Employment Agency (YEA). 

These provisions are statutory obligations with binding legal effect, not discretionary policy guidelines. Their omission in the 2026 DACF allocation framework is therefore ultra vires, inconsistent with the laws of Ghana, and undermines the authority of Parliament itself.
Right Honourable Speaker, this omission did not occur in isolation. Evidence from Youth Budget Monitoring mechanisms indicates a persistent and troubling decline in youth financing. 
Allocations to the National Youth Authority, for instance, have plummeted from GH₵85 million in 2018 to approximately GH₵5 million within the first two quarters of 2025, representing a reduction of over 94%. In percentage terms, the statutory 5% allocation has dwindled to approximately 0.6%, with similar deficits observed in allocations to the Youth Employment Agency.
The implications of this sustained underfunding are profound and far-reaching:
1. The operational capacity of the National Youth Authority offices at regional and district levels has been severely weakened;
2. Critical youth development interventions, including leadership training, civic engagement, and entrepreneurship programmes, have been curtailed;
3. Youth employment and skills initiatives have been delayed, scaled down, or entirely stalled;
4. Institutional coordination between District Assemblies and youth structures has deteriorated; and
5. Rural and marginalized youth populations continue to bear a disproportionate burden of these funding gaps.
This contradiction is particularly concerning in a country that prides itself on its youthful demographic dividend, and at a time when national discourse has increasingly emphasized the establishment of a Youth Development Fund.
Right Honourable Speaker, we respectfully submit that Parliament, as the highest legislative body under the 1992 Constitution, bears both the authority and responsibility to ensure that laws enacted by Parliament are faithfully implemented. The failure to reflect statutory DACF allocations to the National Youth Authority and the Youth Employment Agency raises serious questions of compliance, oversight, and commitment to youth development. 
Given the urgency of this matter and its implications for national development, we therefore; humbly but firmly pray that this Honourable House:
1. Invokes its oversight mandate to investigate the omission of the statutory 5% and 10% allocations to the National Youth Authority and Youth Employment Agency respectively in the 2026 DACF framework;
2. Directs the Administrator of the District Assemblies Common Fund to comply fully with the provisions of Act 939 and Act 887 without further delay;
3. Orders the immediate rectification of the DACF allocation framework to reflect these statutory obligations;
4. Ensures transparency and accountability through the publication of disaggregated DACF allocations to statutory beneficiaries, including youth institutions; and
1. Engages relevant Parliamentary Select Committees, particularly those on Youth and Sports, Local Government and Religious Affairs, and Finance to conduct a comprehensive inquiry into youth financing under the DACF.
We reiterate that the enforcement of these statutory provisions is not merely a financial matter but one of justice, equity, and the future of Ghana’s youth. Failure to act risks deepening youth disenfranchisement and undermining national development.
We remain committed as partners in development and stand ready to support Parliament and all relevant stakeholders in advancing sustainable and equitable youth financing.
Respectfully submitted.
Yours faithfully,
	Huzaifa Issahaku
	President.

	Northern Regional Youth Network.


	Issah Toha Shamsoo
	President

	North East Regional Youth Network.


	Hamdan Wumpeka Amadu

	Coordinator

	ACTIVISTA


	
Alhassan Musah Timtooni
	
Speaker
	Northern Regional Youth Parliament.

	
Mohammed Shamsudeen Ibrahim
	
Convener 

	
Youth Budget Monitors.







Through:
The Northern Regional Minister
Regional Coordinating Council
Cc:	
1. The Office of the President
2. The Administrator, District Assemblies Common Fund
3. The Minister for Finance
4. The Minister for Youth Development and Empowerment
5. Parliamentary Select Committee on Youth and Sports
6. Parliamentary Select Committee on Local Government and Rural Development
7. Tamale Metropolitan Assembly
8. National Youth Authority (NYA)
9. Youth Employment Agency (YEA)
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